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THE JEWISH DISABILITIES. 


The government bill for the removal of these disabilities, 
has passed through the House of Lords without any further 
comments—except by way of approval of its spirit and design. 
The only modification the bill has undergone since we pub- 
lished it, is in the recital of one or two additional offices not 
explicitly indicated before; and to that extent therefore it en- 
larges the scope of the measure. His Royal Highness the 
Duke of Cambridge, whose friendly interest in our national 
charities is gratefully felt by all, and whose knowledge of Jews 
has, from the high and important functions which he has ful- 
filled, been much more extended than that possessed by peers 
of inferior rank, appears not to have permitted his acquiescence 
in the policy and justice of this measure to be merely inferred 
from the absence of a division. On the contrary, with a zeal 
which does the highest honour to his feelings, he has chosen to 
regard this question as one of the few in which a prince of the 
blood is called upon to take an immediate and active share— 


because of the principles which are involved. This noble and . 


gracious demonstration, in support of the great principle in- 
volved in this bill, although not specially necessary here, will 
not be without its effects in other lands, where the Jews are 
still sorely oppressed, and where the sympathies of those exalted 
in station are of necessity most influential. This, doubtless, 
was in the mind of the Royal Duke, when he went down to the 


a and made the following speech ; and we record it grate- 


“ My lords, I wish to say only a few words, to express my hearty con- 
currence in the bill which my noble and learned friend has introduced to 
your lordships. 1 have had occasion for some time to know the good 
Which persons professing the Jewish religion have done, and particularly 
With reference to the various charities to which I belong; and I can cer- 
tainly say, that it is to them that we owe a great deal, and that they con- 
ribuie a very large proportion to the funds of the charities over which I 

ave the honour of presiding. Two of the individuals whose names were 
mentioned in the speech of my noble and learned friend on a former 
*ccasion, are personally known to myself. One was formerly the high 
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sheriff of the county of Kent—Mr. Salomons; and I can bear witness to 
the good he has done. Also, there was Sir Moses Montefiore, who, about 
five years ago was sheriff of London; and I must state, in justice to him, 
what occurred to him and me while he held that office. I happened to be 
requested by the Bishop of Winchester to preside at a meeting for the 
purpose of increasing the number of churches in that diocese. I went 
down to Winchester, and I happened to be walking in the garden when I 
inet Sir Moses Montefiore, who had come down on a very melancholy 
occasion—to attend the death-bed of a favorite niece; he came up to me, 
and learning what was the object of the meeting I was about to attend, he 
gave me a very handsome sum which he desired me to present.* I will 
not mention what the sum was, for it would be a violation of good taste to 
do so; but I think it only just to him to mention his name, and to show 
that I really feel that we owe a great debt of gratitude to gentlemen pro- 
fessing that persuasion (hear). I must say that in that country (Hanover) 
over which I was placed as viceroy, and in which I resided for many years, 
I can speak to the care which these persons evince in bringing up the 
orphans belonging to their persuasion in useful trades, so as to make them 
worthy members of society. I must at the same time declare that my 
sentiments of attachment to the church to which I belong, can never waver 
or change ; but whatever toleration can be shown, which does not impair 
the church to which I belong, the established church, I shall ever be most 
ready to support by my vote.’’ (Hear, hear.) 


The bill has been taken charge of in the lower house by the 
Prime Minister himself; and the second reading is fixed for the 
7th April. Sir Robert Inglis, the especial champion of reli- 
gious exclusiveness, has, of course, already announced his 
intention to oppose the measure, which is therefore likely to 
pass with all the greater éclat. The Corporation of London, 
(including the Lord Mayor, aldermen, and common council) 
has unanimously voted a petition in favour of the bill. Sir 
Peter Laurie, the alderman whose strict construction of the 


* Our attention is earnestly called by a correspondent, to the impor- 
tance of the general] principle which might be sought to be deduced here- 
after from such a fact, as thus announced by a peer of the blood, in the. 
most angust and most conspicuous assembly in the world, concerning one 
of the most exemplary Jews of modern times. We are simply called 
upon, in recording the above statement, to admit at the same time that 
there exist pious, intelligent, and estimable Jews, who would object, on 
principle, spontaneously to contribute from their private resources towards 
the direct promulgation of a creed at variance with the Jewish notions of 
the Unity of God. These parties would, however, not object so to con- 
tribute towards strictly educational establishments, in which religious 
training is indispensable, and the creed merely incidental; nor would 
they object, if administrators of public funds, to vote back proportionately 
for the maintenance of the religious establishments of those who had con- 
tributed those same funds. We happen to know, that the vexed question 
of Church rates having been on a certain occasion evaded in an important 
parish—by a unanimous vote declaring the rate “‘ optional’’—the Jews 
and the Quakers conscientiously declined to pay it. There was however 
this difference: while the Quakers would have driven the authorities to | 
distrain for the same rate—were it even legally made imperative; the Jews 
only felt themselves unable to pay, seeing the expression “ optional ’’ in 
the Collector’s notes; but they would not, in other circumstances, have 
deemed it necessary to resist the laws of the realm. 


| 
i 
a 
| 
| 
‘ 
‘ 
- 


to this sublunary one. 


126 


existing state of the law was principally instrumental to Mr. | of our holy law, which is the perfection of reason, 


Salomon's rejection, not only expressed his regret at the pre- 
sumed necessity for having done so, but avowed his readiness 


to shake by the hand, and to greet upon the bench, his future | 


brother aldermen of the Jewish faith. We are not of those 
who prefer that mode of being right which proves our neigh- 
bours wrong; and we shall not only be willing to concede, that 
there may , ie been misconception as to Sir Peter’s animus 
somewhere, but even anxious to prove to him, that it is Jewish 
feeling to accept his fraternal greeting, ag ag aha and we 
note, therefore, with much pleasure, that e has become a 
- steward for the Jew’s Orphan Bail next month, 

We observe a copy of Sir I. L. Goldsmid’s petition to 
the House of Lords, in the ‘* Morning Chronicle” of the 17th 
instant; its tenour is as follows. After reciting the fate of pre- 
vious attempts at a legislative removal of Jewish disabilities, 
although such attempts were advocated by men of all parties, 
it claims credit for the attainment by Jews since then, of civil 
distinctions, as well of academic honours, literary and scien- 
tific. It then complains of all disabilities as a degrading stigma, 
not to be removed while the Jew enjoys a single privilege 
less than others dissenting from the established church. But 
light account is made of the scope of the present bill; and it is 
declared that an acceptance of its measure of relief by no 
means waives the claim to a full equality,—nothing less than 
which will satisfy the hopes of the petitioners. 

No doubt there are very many besides the subscribers of 
this document who solace in the views propounded by it; 
although a difference of opinion prevails as to the season and 
manner of this particular manifestation. Sir Isaac and Mr. 
Francis Goldsmid, together with Mr. J. G. Henriquez and 
Mr. David Mocatta, have had an interview with Sir Robeit Peel 
since our last; and although we should be at a loss to under- 


stand how alleged improvements in Synagogue worship, (pre- | 


tended to have been advanced as a claim to a larger measure 
of relief), could exercise any legitimate influence upon the 
Prime Minister, we are quite prepared to believe that the legal 
knowledge of Mr. Francis Goldsmid will be found useful, in 
suggesting to the Law Reform Commission those antiquated 
penal statutes necessary to be repealed. It is not thought that 
the minister has consented to any modification of the pending 
bill, in concession to the larger claims of the petitioners. 

Having, in our last, called attention to the apparent discre- 
pancy between the original announcement of Sir Robert Peel 
and the precise scope of the ministerial bill, we owe it to say, 
that subsequent information has satisfied us that all due atten- 
tion is being paid to the subject; and, the bill, when passed, 
will leave open to the Jews commercial as well as municipal 
corporations. 


| Religious Meditations suggested by the Haftorahs. 
No. 14. nsw. Ezekiel xxxvii. 16—38. 

_ Every rational being enjoys the opportunity to discharge 
some particular mission or vocation in this sphere of existence; 
and in proportion as he applies his mind to comprehend his 
vocation, and his energies to fulfil it, so does he realize that 
inward peace appointed for a blessing here, so does he fit 
himself for that higher and purer existence which is the neces- 
sary end of this preparatory state of being.* But there are 
antagonist forces in the heart of man; the one impelling to an 
enjoyment of the privileges conferred on him as the crowning 
work of his Creator and Benefactor,—another restraining him to 
a due regard for those proportionate responsibilities which he is 
under towards his Judge. Reason, that attribute of the living 
soul, breathed into man from the beginning, even as it is the 
highest privilege of our species, so does it impose the most 
serious responsibility for its right exercise. If this be true for 
mankind at large, then Israel, as the especially chosen, the 
most privileged of human families, has necessarily the most 
important obligations to discharge. Alas! that the promptings 
* The Hebrew word OM (life) is always found in the dual form; and 
therefore significantly implies another state of existence complementary 
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so often been disregarded in our national career! ould have 

The prophet rebukes our self-willed and self-seeking ance 
tors, that they abused the gifts which had been lavished y q 
them; and still more, that they profaned the great Name by which 
they were called as a nation; for, when retributive justice had 
driven them out from their inheritance, it came to pass that the 
pst. among whom they were dispersed, and who should have 

en made always to pepognes the hand of an Almighty proyj. 
dence in the original judgment upon Canaan, were, on the 
contrary, prompted to exclaim—* Can this be God's people 
that leaves His land?” (v. 20.)¢ And, although the Israelites 
have undervalued, and sometimes perverted, their proper 
vocation—to be God’s witnesses’ before the whole world-— 
although the Israelites have been so puffed up with the honoy; 
of their vocation, as but too generally to neglect the duties and 
the sacrifices which pertain to it, yet hath the Father of aj) 
not suffered the other families of the earth to lack a blessing 
because His first-born has proved unworthy of the double 
Aina In this respect, it is with Israel towards the world at 

arge, as with an unfaithful Aaronite towards the congregation 
of Israel ;—the blessin pepoentes to be pronounced in the 
holy formulary, is still the Divine blessing, although the imme. 
diate organ through which it is promulgated be impure and 
unworthy. How common is it for the Jew of our own day. 
not to discover the value and import of his national privileges, 
until the “‘ pious of the nations *’ (to whom also isa portion in the 
world to come) extol those same privileges, cherish the lineage 
which owns them, and pay their homage to the God of revela- 
tion by loving and serving His elected priesthood ! How then 
can the unworthy instrument of this vicarious regard, appro- 
priate to himself the tribute for which he is but, as it were, a 
medium of transmission! When, for the glory of God, it be- 
came necessary to signalize and distinguish the ungrateful and 
indifferent Israelites of the age of Ezekiel, they were warned 
against being puffed up with pride therefore, and told:— 

Thus saith the Eternal God:—It is not for your sakes that I do it, 0 
House of Israel; but for the sake of my holy name, which ye have pro- 
faned among the nations whither ye came; and I will sanctify my great 
name which hasbeen profaned among the nations,—ay, which ye profaned 


among them;—and the nations shall know that [am the Eternal, saith 
the Lord God, in that I am sanctified in you before their{ eyes. 


And how is it now, if it prove—because the believing world 
would do honour to Judaism, therefore do we take pride in 
being recognised as Jews, and triumph in our national privi- 
leges? Are we observant of the responsibilities which belong 
to our vocation, or, do we appropriate to the gratification of 
our own vanity the service which is paid to us ministerially’ 
If so, then indeed do we profane His holy name among the 
nations; and if it be nevertheless sanctified in us before their 
eyes, we are no less guilty of profanation. Let us hope that it 
is far otherwise ; that in the aspiring to rank, we indulge an 
ambition which seeks to elevate the many ;—that in striving 
for power, we desire the means and the opportunities ol use- 
fulness ;—that in claiming for our race a position which must 
render them as conspicuous as the great scheme of Providence 
has designed, we are intent that lalaiiene shall indeed become the 
examplars which it is their proper vocation to be—the vocation 
for which they were expressly chosen ‘His peculiar people, " 
‘dwelling alone, and not to be reckoned among the nations. 
Thus, and thus only, shall we be worthy instruments of what 
the God of our fathers hath promised by His prophets to accom- 
through us:—Through our will all mations 

now God, and worship him in truth: the desolate land shall 
become as the garden of Eden: the ruined places shall be 1- 
habited; and the whole earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
the Eternal, even as the waters cover the sea. J. 


t “ Andis He unable to save them ?”—This is the signification of the 
passage according to the Medrash. the 
¢ The written text has the word p>3"y> (in your eyes), oe 
Massora Katona directs it to be read pny, and the anglican version 

adopts and translates it accordingly. 
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ANECDOTES OF ANGLO.JEWISH HISTORY. 


The following extracts are made at random from the MSS. 
referred to in our last number. ‘The figures at the head of the 
paragraphs refer to the dates of the incidents recorded. 


CA. 1215. On 19th June King John signed the Magna Charta, 
the twelfth and thirteenth clauses of which enact :— 

«XII. If any one have borrowed any thing from the Jews, 
more or less, and dies before the debt be satishied, there shall be 
no interest paid for that debt so long as the heir is under age, of 
whomsoever he may hold; and if the debt fall into our hands, we 
will take only the c attel mentioned in the charter of instrument. 

« XIII. If any one shall die indebted to Jews, his wife shall 
have her dower, and pay nothing of that debt; and if the deceased 
left children under age, they shall have necessaries provided for 
them, according to the tenement or real estate of the deceased ; 
and out of the residue the debt shall be paid, saving however the 
service of the Lord’s. In like manner the debt due to other per- 
sons than Jews shall be paid.’’' 

(,.%.1247. The beautiful and stately abbey church of Westminster 
began about this time to assume the venerable and majestic appear- 
ance which it wears to this day; except the finely rebuilt north 
front, and the still later superstructure of the two beautiful western 
towers, reared on the ancient foundations, which are now strength- 
ened and new cased where the stone had fallen to decay.? For 
these purposes Henry, in the thirtieth year of his reign, ‘ grants 
and dedicates to God and Saint Edward, and to the church of 
Westminster, for the re-edifying of that fabric, the sum of £2590, 
due to him by Lecorecia, the widow of David, a Jew of Oxford.’ 

“It is amusing to reflect, that one of our noblest and most an- 
cient Christian structures, owes its renovation and embellishment 
in part to the Jewish nation.”* 

CU, #. 1594. In the 36th year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
was executed Roderigo Lopez, domestic physician to her Majesty, 
and called by Camden, the living historian of that period, a Jew. 
Having been impriséned on suspicion, he confessed that he had 
received a bribe to poison her, from Fuentes and Ibarra, who had 
succeeded Parma, lately deceased, in the government of the Nether- 
lands; but he maintained that he had no other intention than to 
cheat Philip of his money, and never meant to fulfil his engage- 
ment. He was, however, executed for the conspiracy ; and the 
Queen complained to Philip of these dishonorable attempts of his 
ministers, but could obtain no satisfaction. York and Williams, 
two English traitors, were afterwards executed for ‘a conspiracy 
with Ibarra, equally atrocious.” 

As the above is an important and well-authenticated historical 
fact, Imay be allowed to repeat it in the language of different 
historians, as they wilt lead us to various deductions from their 
reports, In a note to the same matter in Henry’s History of Great 
Britain (Andrews’ continuation), vol xiv. p. 63, will be found: 
“The same fantastic preference and partiality for Jewish physi- 
cians, had made Francis the First, when indisposed with a bilious 
complaint, apply to Charles the First for an Israelite, who was 
the imperial physician. Accordingly the person whom he sought for 
visited Paris; but the King, fndin ie had been converted to 
Christianity, lost all confidence in his advice, and applied to his 
_— ally Soliman II.; who, sending him a true hardened Jew, 

e monarch took his counsel, drank asses milk, and recovered.”— 
ANN FRANCOISES. 

After this digression, we will make an extract from Rapin.— 
“ To execute the design of the Spaniards against Elizabeth, Rode- 
rigo Lopez, a Jew, and two Portuguese, were made choice of; the 
first, who was the Queen’s physician, had engaged to poison her 
for a sum of fifty thousand crowns. 


| 
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ness, they treat to that purpose with Roderick Lopez, a Jew, and 
physician to the Queen; with Stephen Ferreira, Emanuel Layfie, 


and other Portugals; for divers of that nation came into England | 


at this time, in relation to Don Antonio; who being discovered by 
letters of theirs that were intercepted, were arraigned at Guild 
Hall, and bY their own confessions convinced, to have conspired 
against the life of the Queen, they were all condemned and exe- 
cuted at Tyburn, Lopez professing that he loved the Queen as well 
as Jesus, which was the cause of laughter to those that knew 
= Pe be a Jew,—the next day was condemned Patrick Cullen, 
cc. &e.” 

If Lopez professed the Jewish religion, it proves beyond all 
cavil that persons of that denomination existed in England, be- 
tween the banishment in 1290, to which we have fully alluded, and 
their admission under Cromwell, of which we shall have occasion 
to treat; and looking at the act of parliament of 1545, 37 Henry 
VIII. c. 9, and the remarks of writers upon the subject, we must 
suppose that Jews were even numerous under Henry the Eighth 
and Elizabeth. On the other hand, the dying declaration of Lopez 
leads to the inference that he had become a Christian; if so, why 
do all historians agree in naming him as a Jew? And it is some- 
what remarkable, that no comment has been found to have been 
made, of the impropriety of his living in England, he being, at 
the time liable, though even innocent of the attempt to murder 
the sovereign, to capital punishment, for being found within the 
British dominions.—See Flor. Hist. Part 2, fol. 382. 

_ The rey | manner in which he is spoken of, leads to the 
impression that he was a Jew, known and recognised as such; for 


we do not find conversionists speaking in the same temper of their 
proselytes. 


PARABLES, AFTER THE TALMUD. 
No. 2. Disunion serves the Enemy. 


When iron was created, the trees trembled: then said it to 
them, ‘*‘ Wherefore ‘do ye tremble? if one of yourselves join not 
with me, none of you will be injured.” The first man that went into 
the forest to hew wood had no more than an iron edge. ‘The 
young trees which felt its strokes made their complaint to an 
old oak, It answered them thus :—*‘‘ If none of us enter into 
an alliance with the iron, ye may be at peace.’’ The man, 
indeed, effected nothing with the iron alone, and sought for a 
wooden handle to his axe:—a branch that had fallen away 
trom the parent stem willingly served his purpose, and now the 
strokes of the iron were painfully effective. The young trees 
complained again to the old oak, which, now itself disconsolate 
exclaimed: ‘* All is lost! one of us has united with the enemy.” 


Jews in Barbary.—The following account appears in a work 
entitled ‘*‘ Notes on North Africa, the Sahara and Soudan,” 
just published in America, by Mr. Hodgson, formerly consul of 
United States, near the Regency of Tunis :— : 

‘“Jews are numerous in all the villages of Biscara and 
the Wadreng. They enjoy an efficient protection among the 
Berber tribes in all the wide regions of Algiers and Morocco. 
This is afforded by a system of individual relationship, which 
may be compared to that of patron and client. Every Jew has 
his particular Sidi, patron or magister, who is responsible for 
his acts, and to whom he looks for counsel and protection. The 
detence of his Jewish dependant is a point of honour with the 
free Amazirgh, or Numidian; and he will protect him from 


This plot being discovered, | injury or aggression at the risk of his life. Such is the patronal 


the three accomplices confessed that they had been corrupted by | relation of the Israelites among the Schelechs or Berbers of 
the Count de Fuentes and Don Diego de Ibarra, to undertake so Morocco, where their numbers are estimated at half a million. 


execrable a design. Lopez, nevertheless, leaded in excuse for The Arabs do not yield to them this seg re 


is guilt, that his intention was only to draw money from the 
ing of Spain, and that he had even made a present to the Queen 
of some jewels received from that prince. But as he had given no 
intimation of the plot, his excuse was not admitted. At the gal- 
lows it came into his head to say, T'hat he loved the Queen as well 
ik J oe This made it clear that he was not unjustly con- 
emned.”’ 
; Sir Richard Baker in his chronicles of the kings has it thus :— 
ut now preater matters were in hand; plots were laid against 
the Queen’s life. Some Spaniards thinking to make her away by 
poyson, and not daring to trust any Englishman in such a busi- 


, Rymer, vol. i. 2 Anderson Hist. com. vol. i. p. 219. 
; Mad. Hist, of Exch. ch. xx. p- 549. | 
Hunter’s Hist. of London, p. 157. 


| 


Deprived of 
civil rights in Barbary, the social condition of the Jews merits 
investigation.” 

Captives in Turkey and Barbary.—A trial in the Rolls 
Courtgpn the 21st January, elicits the fact, that the Ironmongers’ 
Company are trustees of £7000, 3 per cents.; the accumulated 
interest of which, constitutes a fund for the ransom of any 


British subjects detained in Turkey or Barbary. 


Conversionist Rivalries.—At Konigsberg, the civic authorities 
having, in the case of a young Russo-Polish fugitive, sought to 
enforce the 2 homage whereby no foreign Jew is permitted to 
take up a residence with a view to learn a trade—unless he 
submit to baptism,—the King of Prussia was himself appealed to 


: 
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_ the Jerusalem Bishopric, 
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in an earnest memorial from Dr. Freystadt, after being repulsed 


in every other quarter. The result was a concession of a 
license in the case referred to.—A young Israelite, attending 
the seminary at Karlsruhe, has been persuaded to enter the order 
of the Jesuits: an instance of their crafty and unscrupulous 
operations.—The Berliners are cracking a joke at John Bull’s 
expense, in that he is gulled into the maintenance of a conversion 
mission in that city, in addition to its 69 native clergymen, and the 
gratuity of 10 ducats each which his former Majesty gave to each 
proselyte.—At Petersburgh, the Greek Church is founding its 
propaganda also, for the conversion of the Jews. Anapostate, 
who had previously been a Shochet at Weimar, is set at its head 
as professor of Greek Catholic Theology. His zeal in the work 
is beyond what any native Russian could attain; and he is sup- 
posed to exercise an unhappy influence at the board where, as 
it is known, the oppressive policy towards the Jews 1s recom- 
mended.—At J2ome, the propaganda, emulous of the doings of 

have set on foot a Conversion Society. 
Certain capitalists are arranging that each convert shall be 
rewarded with 100 scudi, or 150 dollars. The writer of this 
intelligence adds, ‘* The blind zeal of the Scotch and English 
missionaries to buy up Jewish souls, and the jesuitical machina- 
tions of Catholicism, by medieval oppression and intolerance to 
force an abandonment of Judaism, make it so much the more 
imperative on the Jews to be united within, against their 
enemies without; to strengthen themselves, and not to fritter 
away their energies in dogmatic disputes.”—Orient. 


Retribution.—The 4. Z. d. J. points out to Protestant. 


hunters after Jewish proselytes, the consequences of an appli- 
cation of the very same principles to their own case. ‘The 
Catholic Bishop of Hildesheim has issued a new catechism, 
which teaches that the Protestants have not, and cannot have, 
spiritual pastors. Some Lutheran governments have made pre- 
cisely similar declarations as to Jewish spiritual functionaries. 
Bitter complaints are also made at the manner in which converts 
are made fromthe Protestant church. To the taunt that these are 
mostly bribed and do no honour to their new profession, 1t Is 
retorted by the Catholics that their descendants, at least, are lost 
to the Lutherans !—Truly an unseemly squabble! and so, perhaps, 
will think our Anglo-Christian proselyte-hunters, seeing that 
the tables are turned. 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
Dr. Adler, as we hear from a friend who has recently had 
an interview with him, is to have the remission of a fortnight 


from the time of his present engagement, and may be expected 
here about the third week in June. The Hanoverian Jews 


entertain great regret for the prospective loss of his super- 


intendence, and are likely to express it in a suitable manner. 
It is said that the Chazan of the city-of-Hanover synagogue 
is a candidate for the similar office in the Fenchurch Street 
congregation. We also hear that a species of protest, exten- 
sively signed by the orthodox Rabbis of Germany, against the 
dicta of the Brunswick meeting, is about to be published. 


The Feast of Purim, was in many respects rendered a happy 
memorial to the poor of this metropolis, as we can testify from 
a partial circuit of our charity schools. Those of the Bevis 
Marks Congregation were, according to annual custom, visited 
by Sir Moses and Lady Montefiore, and every child, to the 
number of nearly 300, received a Purim gift, varying in amount 
from one shilling up to five—in cases of superior merit. We 
happened to be present when that benevolent lady and gentle- 
man entered the Infant School of this congregation : thf were 
received with the chaunt of ‘‘ Blessed is the comer, &c.”’ and 
a Hebrew ode of congratulation and praise; both were beauti- 
fully sung, and reflected much credit on the composer and 
teachers, In the Infant School for all Synagogues, in Hounds- 
ditch, about 160 of the children were assembled, and regaled 
with aecing, fruit and sweetmeats, in honour of the day; the 
cost being defrayed from the remains of the collection for 
supplying them with soup, &c. twice a-week during the winter. 


—_ 


In the girls’ department of the Free School in Bell Lane th 
children, 122 in number, were feasted on roast beef, 
pudding and ale, at the expense of Miss Leonora, the litle 
daughter of Baron Lionel de Rothschild, who is traiued 4), 
early to practise those kind offices towards her needy corel, 
— for which her family has been long distinguished. We 
ieard, that it was a temporary absence from town which pro 
vented that attendance to enjoy the scene by the : 
benefactor, which, judging from the feelings of a mere specta 
tor, must have proved in no ordinary way gratifying. It wer. 
indeed, a touching spectacle, even to the imagination, to contem, 
plate this little friend of the destitute, led by the hand of he; 
noble-hearted grandmother to this establishment, and accepting 
the prospective privilege of fostering it as that lady has done 
for so many years. We must not forget to say, that the chil. 
dren of all the schools looked cleanly and healthy; and t 
vouch for the goodness of the cheer provided.* One jnte. 
resting feature of the day, was the allotment of dowries of 
60/. each to two respectable young women of the Bevis-Marks 
Congregation. This is an annual grant on Purim day: it is the 
proceeds of a fund bequeathed for the purpose, and may be 
claimed within three years,—the suitor being approved by the 
committee. 

Jews’ and General Literary and Scientific Institution ~A 
general meeting of the members and subscribers was held jy 
the theatre of the Institution, on Saturday night, 15th iustant, 
in order to consider and decide upon a code of laws prepared 
for its government by the general Committee. Han. De Castro, 
Esq., the President, took the chair, and explained that the 
meeting had originally been summoned under the misapprehen- 
sion that an immediate and circumstantial confirmation of a 
code of laws, by the body of the members, was an essential 
preliminary to a legal registration of the Institution; and 
although this course had since been discovered not to be 
required, the Committee had nevertheless determined to take 
the sense of the meeting upon the laws that had been prepared. 
After a prolonged and rather warm discussion,—based upon dis. 
satisfaction that the Committee had contemplated the legal 
registration of a printed code without the concurrence of their 
constituents,—it was conceded on all bands, that the meeting 
was incompetent to a useful discussion of such a series of laws, 
submitted to them for the first time. A proposition was ulti- 
mately made to adjourn until next July, when the Institution 
will have been opened about six months, and the Committee 
will have held office for about double that time ; virtually con- 
fiding to their judgment the whole responsibility of government, 
meanwhile. This proposition, which was at once a vote oi 
confidence in the Committee, and at the same time a claim for 
the due opportunity previously to inspect and digest the code 
then to be submitted for final adoption, was received with 
universal approbation; and the meeting, after acknowledging 
the good service of the Chairman, broke up in excellent 
humour. We do not doubt that the body of gentlemen to 
whose exertions the very existence of this promising under- 
taking is due, will gladly take the earliest opportunity to obtain 
that constitutional sanction for the broad principles of their 
system of government, which is still indispensable, althoug" 
they would be justified in reckoning upon that general col- 
currence on matters of mere detail in legislation, which cannot 
be ‘advantageously discussed by large and promiscuous cOn- 

It is suggested to us, that some misapprehension will be 

prevented by its being explained in our columns, 
theatre of Sussea Hall, like that of Crosby Hall and other 
similar establishments, is often hired by the evening for com- 
certs, lectures, &c., having no relation whatever to the “ Jews 
and General Institution,” which occupies exclusively all pats 
of Sussex Hall except the theatre. Those lectures, concerts, &¢. 
that are given by the Institution, have its name published ou 


* Certainly the boys’ department of the Free School is very pumerous!y 
attended; but, unfortunately for them, no special friend appears ‘° - / 
forward on these and similar occasions, to prevent this school forming 
sole exception to the general rule. 


immediate 


| 

| 

| 

| 


announcements ; which is notthe case with others for which 
Syssex Hall may happen to be hired. 


Portsmouth.—This congregation, in general meeting, has 
resolved, on the motion of the Messrs. Emanuel, to petition 
arliament in support of the ministerial proposition for the re- 
moval of Jewish Disabilities, An amendment of Messrs. Myers 
aud Moss, deferring the presentation of the petition, until the 
opinion thereon of those interested in the matter in London 
could be first ascertained, was put from the chair and lost: 
all the subsequent resolutions were past with a single dissen- 
tient. 
Secession and Retrocession.—The spirit of our observations 
ander this head, in last number, have been misconstrued by 
Mr. B. Elkin. Nothing more was therein commented upon 
than had been already published in the Occident; and the pub- 
lic could not even have guessed that Mr. B. E. had read any 
other portions of his letter to us; for our concluding remarks 
were deprecatory of any ‘* History of Civil and Religious 
Injuries, &c.,’" published now, here, and for popular circu- 
lation. Indeed, but for Mr. B. E.’s supposition that we 
were denouncing his actual letter to the Occident as “ a well- 
spiced chapter of grievances, in cheap print, ad captandum 


vulgus,’ we should not have imagined such an application of 


our words; for certainly, the portions of that letter, selected here 
and there, (those to which we listened at Mr. B. E.’s desire,) 
were not even in our mind at the time of writing. We were 
reasoning prospectively on what was most likely to be the style, 
character, and tendency, of ‘‘ A History of Injuries,” set forth 
by any man of warm feelings and piquant expressions, smart- 
ing under the sense of wrongs, real or imaginary. Nay, we are 
even now disposed to construe what he has done charitabl 

and it pains us that he should, even hastily, call ‘ ii-aatured. 
the meed of conscientious blame with which we are wont to tem- 
per that measure of just praise, which we have always rejoiced 
in the occasion to deal out to our Burton Street opponents. 
Let Mr. B. E. do us the justice to remember, since he chooses 
torefer to our private and amicable converse, that we unaf- 
fectedly gave him precisely the same advice—then, which we felt 


. 
> 


constrained to repeat editorially—after he had elsewhere adver. | 


tised his continued disposition to publish a catalogue of inju- 
ries, ke. Let him also not forget, amid the contest which 
appears likely to be provoked by his manifesto, that he was 


forewarned as to the precise facts—miscalled ‘a denial of 


burial,” and that he has chosen, nevertheless, to publish that 


unfounded charge upon his original misconceptions. We shall 


unwillingly be dragged into this controversy, and would have 
desired above all things that nothing personal to us should 
have been mixed up therewith, of. a character to weaken the 
expressions of good feeling and respect which Mr. Elkin has 
so recently addressed to us; but we cannot pass by the impu- 
tation, that our consistent opposition to the Burton Street 
secession is sometimes “ ill-natured, and not always with suffi- 
cient attention to the truth of the allegations.” We ask Mr. 
B. E. to descend from vague generalities, and to deal with the 
Whole article as it stands in our last number; he knows us too 
well to doubt our anxiety to retract any injustice, if we can be 
shown to have been betrayed into any; but, on the other hand, 
whatever the contempt with which we can afford to treat the 
‘Swiss ” auxiliaries of Mr. E., or the re-imported fabrications 
which it is endeavoured so ingeniously to ascribe to our foreign 
contemporaries, we will permit no one who has a reputation 
yet to lose, either to assail our uprightness of intention, or to 
*ny our love of justice, even towards an antagonist. 


uf Concert at Sussex Hall, in support of ‘“‘ The Aged and 
- eedy of the Jewish Persuasion,” was well attended, and gave 
Me satisfaction which the eminent talent engaged could not fail 
, Securing. The vocalists, among whom were several stars, 
Urnished a rich treat to the audience, and it is believed that 
- exertions of the Committee will be rewarded by a corres- 
ponding increase in the funds of this excellent charity. 
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FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE, 


Jamaica, 21st Feb—The Rev. Sol. Jacobs arrived by the 


packet from England, and performed the whole service on 
Sabbath. The members of the Sephardim congress: includ- 
ing their minister, were present by invitation. r. J.’s mode 
of performing the service was very impressive, his voice being 
harmonious and his enunciation clear; he is in short already 
high in the good opinion of the congregation. It was an- 
nounced that Mr. J. would preach on the following Sabbath. 


Malta,.—8th Adar, 5605, 14th February, 1845.—Under this 
date, we are requested to call attention to a violation, in Tripoli, 
of the Imperial Firman, that which was granted at the instance of 
Sir Moses Montefiore, and secures equal rights to all Jews 
in the Turkish empire and its dependencies. If our esteemed 
correspondent will obtain for us, from our European brethren 
in Tripoli—at whose instance the appeal is made to our 
columns—such documentary evidence as may circumstantially 
establish the precise violation complained of; and if he will 
transmit it through the same channel as heretofore, we shall then 
be able to set the matter in such a form as may establish a claim to 
redress. Meanwhile, we have ascertained that a copy of the 
Firman to which he alludes was published in the Malta papers 
at the time, and he will doubtless find it on the file.—On 
another subject to which his inquiries refer, we shall make a 
formal announcement ere long. | 


Statistics. —The Official Gazeite published at Vienna, con- 
tains the following table of births among the Jews in the 
Austrian dominions during the year 1843. In Austria; below 
the Ems,136; ditto, above the Ems—; Styria—; Bohemia, 179%; 
Moravia, 1025; Austrian Silesia, 53; Gallicia, 9768; Illyria, 
126; Lombardy, 65; Venice, 154; Dalmatia, 24; the Tyrol 
and Voralberg, 14:—total, 13,190, being 524 more than in the 
preceding year. ‘This will give sume notion of the gr tere wi 
in these provinces. Hungary and the contiguous districts, 
which contain a large Jewish population, are not included in 
the foregoing, since there is no official return as to those parts 
of the Austrian empire. | 

The Jewish population of Hamburgh and its territory, 
according to a recent census, is 3,986 males and 5,159 females: 
total, 10,745 souls —We think this somewhat understated. 


The Jews of Moroeco.—The March number of the rch. Isr. 
contains an interesting sketch of the original establishment and 
present condition of the Jews in this empire. It is from the 
pen of Mr. Haim Guedalla, and was probably designed to 
awaken in France a sympathy for the unhappy victims of 
the recent French expedition to the coast of Barbary. We 
hope soon to hear that some useful result has followed upon the 
appeal made to philanthropists on the other side of the channel, 
Mr. G. estimates the present Jewish population under the rule 
of the Emperor of Morocco at 338,000 souls; the condition of 
the mass is one of great humiliation and poverty, although 


a very few have become rich by the pursuit of commerce. | 


Speaking of the unlimited opportunities which are there enjoyed 
for the practice of the religion of their fathers, Mr. G. attributes 
to that circumstance the fact that so few emigrate to France 
and England; and he tells us that, within his own knowledge, 
some Barbary Jews who have made fortunes in Europe, have 
preferred to end their days in their native land, with all its 
inconveniences: these being among others,—compulsion to 
wear the ancient costume of the Barbary Jews; inability to 
travel beyond a certain distance from the cities in which they 
are located ; confinement to Jewries, closed at night { at Tangiers, 
where they inhabit the same quarter as the Moors, they are 
obliged to paint their houses for a distinction]; obligation to pass 
the Mosques barefooted ; and prohibition from riding on horse- 
back. Apostacy from Judaism is not encouraged; nay, the 
Moors are the first to demand punishment by his superiors of 
the Jew who has violated some requirement of his religion. 
The whole commerce of the country is more or less dependent 
upon the Jews. ‘They are hospitable, even to a proverb, and 
eminent for their domestic virtues. The beauty of the Jewess 


| 
| 
| 
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of Barbary renders her the beau ideal of her sex; but unfortu- 
nately her education is much neglected. Mr. Guedalla closes 
his letter with the very appropriate hope, that the efforts now 
being made to solace the misfortunes of the Mogador Jews, will 
be followed up by endeavours to secure to them some of the 
advantages of European civilization —As Mr. G. and some of 
his immediate friends are influential in the Relief Committee 
established in London, we rejoice in this recognition of the 
obligation which devolves upon it, in consequence of the public 
liberality, and we anticipate much satisfaction from the promised 
ae of plans for the permanent good of the Barbary 
ews. 
Stockholm.—There has recently died in this city, aged 83, 
Mr. Benedicts, sen., a Jew, formerly partner in the commercial 
and banking house of Michaelson and Benedicts. He was pro- 
prietor of several iron and copper mines, and reported the 
richest commoner in Sweden. Following the example of his 
co-religionist, Heine of Hamburgh, he has left bequests to all 
the charitable institutions, public as well as private, of his 
country ; amounting to about 700,000 rix dollars (£46,000. ) 


Intermarriages of Jew and Gentile are said to be connived 
at, and even favoured, in some parts of Germany. From 
Berlin, they write that these marriages have just been expressly 
interdicted by the government, principally for the interests of 
Judaism—because it does not recognise them. Rabbi Schott, 
a member of the Rabbiner Versammiung at Brunswick last 
year, complains of the odium which has been thrown upon its 
proceedings in consequence of one of its resolutions—construed 
to license these intermarriages. Rabbi S. explains, that only 
11 of the 23 members who took part in the proceedings affirmed 
the proposition alluded to, and that the minority opposed to it 
was weakened by temporary absences and refusals to vote. —W hat 
confidence or importance can be associated with such a state of 
things ? 

Outrage upon a Dying Man.—The Jews of Paris, according 
to the March issue of Les Arch. /sr., are in great excitement 
because of the secret baptism, by an Abbé, of Dr. Terquem, a 
Jew, while in ezxtremis and altogether unconscious ;—as it was 
admitted by a more honourably minded priest who had 
refused the rite, at the request of Dr. T.’s wife and children. 
These latter had entered the Catholic church, having been per- 
mitted, by the latitudinarian liberality of the head of the family, 


to do as they listed. But he, Dr. T., had given striking proofs. 


of aversion to Christianity while living, so that a most unseemly 
contest for his corpse was the result; and although he was buried 
by the priests, the Jews have awarded him a Kaddish and other 
mourning honours. The history of the case in the drchizes is 
painfully interesting, and suggestive of many valuable reflec- 
tions. It is declared in the Courier Francais,—that the Jewish 
authorities tendered the usual services at the dying bed of the 
defunct, but were excluded thence by the new-born fanaticisin 
of the wife ;—that the complete insensibility of the dying man 
was manifest to the parish priest, who had therefore refused to 
baptise him ;—that the dedicat attendants were disgusted by the 
misapplied and ill-timed zeal of the conversionists ;—and that 
the abbé who performed the office at last, did it notwithstanding 
he had promised the brothers and friends of the deceased to 
make no unfair use of their absence. The Uni. Jsr. reports 
the facts within a mourning border; and adds, that the Catholic 
abbé is an apostate Jew, who, together with all the world, 
knew how the apostacy of his immediate family had embittered 
the life of Dr. arta and how he had written as well as 
otherwise proclaimed his horror of the fate which has at least 
befallen his remains. 
Progress.—Many Prussian provinces are petitioning for a 
recognition of the equal rights of the Jews. The Jewish editor 
of the 4. Z. d. J. rejoices in the fact that this is a Christian 
movement, and a public one; so that whatever the immediate 
results, the testimony to the Jewish character is invaluable and 
unimpeachable. ‘The language of some of these petitions, 
eimeats by our German contemporaries, is truly eloquent, and 
onourable to both parties. The Berlin Jews, Prien asked 
the civic authorities to petition the states-assembly for the 
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gratuitously to the Jewish hospital; and whose 


emancipation of the Prussian Jews, and were answ 
the question was not within the province of the gj 
In most of the other Prussian cities, the opposite 
has been arrived at; and the educated citizens, 
memorializing for a more popular form of government, a 


ered, that 
Vic board. 
conclusion 
who are 


iz ri sk also fo; 
a recognition of the equal privileges of their Jewish feljoy. 


subjects. In Hanover, the Jews are now admitted to militan, 
service; and since they were previously a on the score 
of their general disabilities in the eye of the law, it appears ty 
be expected that a recognition of the eligibility to ciy;] Office 
will follow. An indication of the esteem in which the Jews are 
held by their fellow-citizens in Stettin is afforded by the follow; 
fact. ‘There being occasion to send a deputation with thanks ty 
the King of Prussia, for enlarging and beautifying the city, 
the principal Burgomaster and Mr. Wiesenthal, a Jewish mer. 
chant, received that honourable appointment. To the'states. 
chamber of Wiirtemburgh it has been likewise proposed to 
remove the disabilities of the Jews. 


ig 


Bohemian Jews have long suffered 
from the dearth of books of religious instruction, as well as o} 
elementary knowledge generally. The reproach has been felt, 
and the want is about to be suitably supplied. [ Let the British 
synagogues answer, what is their own position in this respect?” 
The acquisition of territorial rights in Silesia by Jews (the 
Rothschilds), continues to produce much excitement, 4 
christian writer in the Ortent avows himself an advocate of the 
equal rights of all religious denominations, but laments the 
principle upon which this particular concession has been made. 
He maintains that the patriotism of the people has been 
wounded, and their interests injured by the sequestration of 
their forests; for the purchasers are neither natives nor settlers, 
and therefore neither likely to reside on their acquired property, 
nor to perform the duties of proprietorship towards their tenants 
and dependants. He insists that the purchase has been a 
simple matter of commercial speculation, and that the Jews, as 
a body, are not likely to be served PY this success of indivi- 
duals. A wit, in the Orient, has discovered that the am- 
biguous initials V.”’ stand for both Leform-/ erem and 
for Rabbiner-Versammlung, either or both about to date from 
Frankfort-a- Maine. A Jewish painter, Phoebus Levin ot 
Berlin, has obtained a prize of 500 dollars, towards a year's 
maintenance at Rome for the advancement of his art.—— 
The Emden congregation is congratulating itself that Rabbi 
Hirsch was not elected to the vacant post in London; they regard 
the result as, in a measure, a new acquisition of those highly 
esteemed services which would otherwise have been lost to 
them. It is noted that while the immediate bequests ot the 
late Solomon Heine to synagogues amounted to 15,900 marks 
courant, his legacies to churches were not less than 8,000; : 
stretch of liberality, says the 4. Z.d. J., not imitated }) 
Christian testators. The Great Synagogue of Lemberg cele- 
brated a very solemn mourning service on the 13th January last, 
for the recently deceased professor of anatomy (a Christian, 
who had during many years devoted his professional services 
invaluable 
assistance at the time of the cholera, had especially endeared 
him to the Jewish poor. The Berlin Association for i 
couraging industrial arts among the Jews in Silesia, has, during 
the last eighteen months, apprenticed twelve boys; oe al 
tuities to four deserving apprentices, to enable them to ta Bind 
their burgher rights iat purchase materials in order to seper ace 
business; and relieved with 195 dollars, five distressed tra 
men of good character. A traveller through Belgium ee 
to the ll. Zeit. des Jud., upon the whole, rather unfavours) 
of the religious condition of the Jewish community of a 
kingdom. Tn Brussels only does there exist a school for : fn 
especially, and the wealthy and highly educated classes aot 
regular attendants at public worship, notwithstanding | ; of 
form delivery of ascot sermons, the adoption of cop 
tions and choirs, and the abridgment of the festival oo 
——The Hamburgh Council of Ancients has rejected the PF 


position for admitting the Jews to equal rights; the propo* 
tion comes next before the Council of Sixty. 


— 

| 
| 
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Literary Miscellanea.—The literary supplement of the Oriené 
contains interesting ** Biographical Sketches” of the Rabbis, 
whose wise sayings compose the section of the Mishna, called 
pirké Aboth, (Ethics of the Fathers)—The same learned 
journal reviews the recent publications upon Synagogue music, 
by Mr. Siilzer, of Vienna, Mr. Maier Cohn, of Munich, and 
Vir. Goldberg in Brunswick.—The advantages of a periodical, 
js an auxiliary to literary undertakings of a character as little 
emphemeral as can be well conceived, are manifest in the sup- 

lemental references contributed to Dr. Fiirst’s excellent Con- 

cordance, by the learned readers of his Orient.—Dr. Stern, a 
rivate preacher at Berlin, has been delivering discourses 
on the existing position of the Jews, and on the relation of 
Judaism to Christianity. —A feast in honour of the 100th 
anniversary of the birth of Pestalozzi has been celebrated 
by the teachers of Berlin, and a separate table, specially served, 
was provided for the Jewish teachers. 


Luxuriousness of Jews in Capitals.—A writer from Berlin 
to the 4. Z. d. J. speaks of the continued influx of Jewish 


residents from all parts, and the consequences upon the religious | 


and social well-being of the community of which they become 
part. The following is the spirit of these comments:—The 
wealthier and more anciently settled families have long indulged 
in a luxurious and expensive mode of life, (the attempts to 
imitate and vie with which involve many of the others in ruin) 
a career in which, sooth to say, it is the ladies who are most 
active. Indeed, there prevails a greater anxiety to shine in 
the Jaut-ton, than to preserve religious consistency and integrity; 
and although Dr. Sach’s pulpit exhortations are powerful in their 
way, the raging frivolity is a species of intoxication which 
requires the energy and devotion of a *‘ Father Mathew” in order 
to counteract it, by exciting a new and a better spirit in the 
bosom of families. Nor are the political and other relations of 
the Jews improved by their luxurious pursuits: they were 
beginning to be regarded as a respectable and influential cor- 
poration; now, that their esprit du cérps is weakened, the 
individual efforts to rise, excite jealousy, antipathy, and even 
contempt; for the pretensions of many are based merely upon 
the éclat attained by a few—whose names are associated in the 
public mind with wealth, influence, and benevolence. The writer 
thinks, that the apprehensions existing out of doors concerning 
Jewish power and numbers have been much exaggerated, in 
consequence of their own policy; and that had the claimants 
been some 400 or 500 souls only, the Prussian Jews had long 
since been emancipated. 


Kidnapping.—The German papers contain a statement from 
Posen, that two Jewish girls, aged 13 and 15, had been enticed 
from their parents into a convent. From the revelations made, 
it appears that a priest had been accustomed for two years to visit 
the school which they attended, and by various gifts he had pro- 
cured theirattachment; their fears had likewise been acted upon by 
the priest and the sisterhood by most ridiculous and eae 
tales, a sample of which is given. The clandestine abstraction 
of these young females from their parents’ charge, on pretence 
of a walk, formed a claim upon the police authorities, who 
tracked their hiding place; and then, a Jewish mob, by threats 
of pulling down the building, procured a restitution of the 
children, They are very penitent, and quite conscious now of 
the atrocious arts of which they had so nearly been the victims. 


Hamburgh, 23rd March.—We are obliged to a friend, for the 
Copy of an earnest appeal issued by the Committee for the 
relief of the necessitous Jewish poor of this city, not being 
paupers. The unusual length and severity of the winter are 
the immediate occasion for this appeal, which, our informant 
thinks, will probably realize some thousands of pounds. This 
“ongregation is indeed princely in its liberality. 


Something about Abraham Aben Ezra, (y7"8 ) 
That this extraordinary man also visited England in the 
‘ourse of his travels, is placed beyond all doubt by one of his 
“ssays, (navn Epistle on the Sabbath,) the prefatory 
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lines of which show that it was composed in our country. The 
author of ANN paw (Sceptre of Judah) states, that it was 
written In London: this, however, is not borne out by the 
prefatory lines alluded to, although we need scarly doubt that 
Rabbi Abraham visited this city also. We give a literal trans- 
lation of some of the remarks which throw light on the subject. 
‘And it was in the year 4919, in the midst of the night, in 
the night of the Sabbath, on the 14th of the month of Tebet, 
that I, Abraham, the Sephardi, son of Ezra, was in a town of 
the Towns of the Island,* which is called End of the Land.” 
The witty and pointed style of this author, and his mastery 
over the Hebrew are well kuown. Every one is acquainted 
with the happy application of Gen. xii. 4., which he made | 
when dying, at the age of 75 years. | 


Less generally known are two lines, said to have been ad- 
dressed to his children whilst travelling abroad. They run 


-thus:— 


‘* Know ye of your father, that I shall not tarry (or be ashamed, ) 
I shall return to you when the due time arrives.” 

These lines which appear at first so simple, are yet very 
artificially constructed ; for whether read backwards or forwards 
they form the same words, and consequently have the same 
meaning. ‘The consummate art with which he knew how to 
hide his art, will appear to a still greater advantage if compared 
with similar compositions, allowed to be good, in other languages. 
Such for instance as the following composition, ‘‘ Roma tibi 
subito motibus ibit amor; or, Si bene te tua laus taxat, sua 
laute tenebis.”’ 


To Critics. | 
yaw ADD ON 
xd ON-ADD D3 


L. N., Kew, Feb. 1845. | 
* Tempered. Vide Exod. xxx. v. 35. WIP NAY nbn. 


The Deluge.—There are facts recorded in Holy Writ, the 
vestiges of which are not quite obliterated in the history of 
Gentile nations. Amidst a mass of incongruous fables, dis- 
firured and distorted, they yet shine forth lke a diamond 
amidst a heap of rubbish. Such a fact, recorded or alluded to 
in the tradition of nearly all ancient nations, is the narrative of 
a general inundation, or in other words, the deluge. The ac- 
count given by the Greeks in this respect, are too well known 
to need any particular notice. Less known, however, are the 
traditions of other ancient nations on this head. The Egyp- 
tians held, that Mercury had engraven the principles of the 
sciences upon brazen columns, which resisted the effects of 
the deluge. The Chinese have the history of Peyroun, a pe-. 
culiar favourite of the gods, who was preserved in a boat from 
the general inundation. The Hindoos have a similar tradition. 
Vishnu, one of their gods, under the form of a fish, conducted 
the vessel which saved a remnant of the human species. The 
same tradition is found in the Edda of the Scandinavians; only 
their deluge, instead of water, was formed by the blood of a 
giant. 


* In the text “°N’’ This is the denomination of England in Rab- 
binical writings. 

+ In the text PIN A¥P—Does this not mean Land’s End? 

t This article has been standing over some time for want of room. 
The Orient has since then given this curious sentence, together with 
another, which is capable of being put as a question, and receiving the 
above given by way of answer. 


xd bo nnd on Se 
This also reads the same backwards as well as forwards. 
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Extraordinary delusion.—A popular belief prevails in Ger- 
many, that the Jews possess a siath book of Moses, and conceal 
it jealously from the Christian world. A writer in the 4rch. /sr. 
says that he has been told by his uncle, a Rabbi of Ottenwald in 
Wiirtemburgh, and now nearly 100 years old, that one night 
when his household was buried in profound slumber, it was 
surrounded by the people of the neighbourhood, uttering 
alarming cries and threats, and demanding 
Moses.” The protestations of the Rabbi that he knew no such 
book, did not suffice to disperse the mob, and the intervention 
of the police force had to be appealed to. The Gazette des 
Tribunauz, of the 6th February, speaks of an impostor in the 
canton of Berne, named Nicholas Fig, who in 1844, and doubt- 
less relying upon the popular delusion above referred to, 
published extracts from the seven books of Moses, ‘* by means 
of which the most eminent and most divine arts of the wise 
Moses, lost for so long a time, may be again given to the world 
for the edification and prudent employment of all Capuchins 
and pious Christians,”’ For this fabrication—of which a speci- 
men is given to prove its extravagance—Nicholas Fig was con- 
demned to four days’ imprisonment, and fifty francs fine. We 
agree with the writer in the 4rch. Isr. that it would be interest- 
ing to trace the origin of this extraordinary delusion, the 7 


existence of which has been probably unknown to Englis 
readers. 


“‘ the sixth book of | 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Jews’ Infant School, Houndsditch.—Received at the Office of the 
Voice of Jacob, two small donations in aid of this establishment. 

A Review of the Rev. Mr. Oxlee’s letters is in type. 

The complaints addressed to us against the management of Sussex 
Hall, are, as we happen to know, founded in error, in many essential 
particulars; we cannot, therefore, consistently publish the letter as it 
stands, although attested by so respectable a signature. This formally 
expressed objection on our part will, however, be the usual and sufficient 
voucher for that admission into another vehicle, which our currespondent 
intends to seek. | 

The Free School Anniversary Dinner, taking place after our present 
issue is struck off, will be noticed in next number. | 


-—- 


- NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 

Sabb. 29th March 2Uth of 2nd Adar M75 “5B Portion for the Week 38 
Sabb. Sth April 27 BWSNn “5 Portion for the Week *)°DY 

Frid. Il " 4 Sabbath at 5 past 6. 


— 


Nisan 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 
| ESTERN INSTITUTION for Educating, Clothing 


8, and 


Apprenticing Jewish Boys, 59 a, Greek-st., Soho.— Established ALM. 
AM, 


The Committee give notice, that there are vacancies for Six pupils. ¢ 
mitted on the foundation. For particulars, apply to the Secretary, Mr, Abm, be ai. 
Western Synagogue Chambers, St. Alban’s Place, St. James's. + Kise}, 
: The Committee are anxious to extend the benefits afforded, an 

the attention of parents of the middle and poorer classes to its 
| dition to the foundation pupils, an unlimited number are 
| English, &c., at 6d. per week, by competent masters. 

The foundation pupils receiye a complete Suit of Clothes for the Holidays. a. 
an apprenticeship fee is paid on their leaving the school. The Institutions. 
ported by voluntary contributions, varying from 6s., 12s., 21s., and veh : 
annum. The Committee earnestly and respectfully solicit further subscript per 
to enable them to extend the advantages of the Charity. PMons, 

Committee Room, March 25, 5605. 


EWS’ INFANT SCHOOL.—The BALL in aid of a. 
funds of this Institution, will be held at Willis’s Rooms, King St., St. Ries 

on Thursday, the 3rd of April. . 
Donations and Subscriptions will be thankfully received and acknowledged, py 


the Honorary officers and stewards. ; 
WALTER JOSEPHS—Hop. Sec, 
March 25, 1845. 19, South-street, Finsbury Sq. 


MNROCERY for PASSOVER.—Ellis A. Franklin (late J,-4. 


Joseph) Grocer, Oil and Italian Warehouseman, &c., 20, Vine Stroos 
Minories, takes leave to call the attention of his friends and the public, to the ap- 
propriate arrangements which he has effected for supplying, during Passover. op 
the most reasonable terms, Jewish families in town or country with all articles Clie 
nected with his trade, which are permitted to be used at that season, 

Country orders, received early, and accompanied by drafts for payment in Lon. 
don, will be promptly executed.—The Trade supplied as heretofore. 
London, 12th March, 5605. 


R. LOVER (author of ‘ Rory O’More”™), will appear at 


Sussex Hall, 52, Leadenhall-street, on Monday, March 31, in his favorite 
Irish Entertainment, entitled “ Paddy’s Portfolio,’’ (now so popular at the Hanover 
Square Rooms,) containing sketches of character, mirthful anecdotes, appropriate 
songs, and the original Story of ‘* New Potatoes !’’—Tickets, programmes an 
books of the songs, to be had of the Secretary, at the Hall.—Admission to the body 
of the Hall, ls. 6d.; Gallery 2s. ; Sofa seats, on the platform, 3s. Doors open a 
a 4 before 8, to commence at a } past, and conclude about a } past 10. 


EWISH NATIONAL FRIENDLY ASSOCIATION, for 


the Manufacture of Passover Bread, enrolled pursuant to Act of Parliament, 
Office and Manufactory, 27, Gouistone Square, Whitechapel. 

The Committee of the above Society, announce with pleasure that they have 
reduced the price of Passover Bread for the ensuing Festival, to 44 per Ib. for the 
best quality, and 3} per Ib. for the second ditto, and with a view of accommodating 
their friends resident in the Country, undertake to forward their orders for Grocery, 
&c., at the prices charged for them by the London Tradesmen. 

Perlatos and Fanery Cakes, at ls. 6d. per ib. 
M. HART, Secretary. 

N.B.—To prevent disappointment, the Committee will not hold themselves re- 


sponsible for the execution of Country orders, unless transmitted on or before the 
16th of April. 


d earnestly 


advantages, 
educated in Hebrew 


On Friday, April 11, will be Published, price One Penny, 
SABBATH LEAVES; adapted for the use of Jewish 


Families, to be read on Sabbaths, Festivals and Holidays.—Number One will 
contain— 


KING JOSIAH’S PASSOVER, by Dr. Loewe. 


London: Printed by Wertheimer, Circus Place, and published by I. 
132, Houndsditch ; and by Mrs. Joel, 42, Fore-street. 


PROSPECTUS. | 

The object of this publication is to supply a regular course of reading, much re- 
quired amongst our brethren, more particularly in the humbler class, viz. religious 
instruction and information, conveyed through good sermons, discourses, and other 
readings, original and selected, which certainly conduce to the attainment of clear 
and comprehensive views of the Mosaic Faith. The promoters consider, that by 
fixing the price of the numbers at the extraordinary low rate they have done, they 
are most likely to attain the end they have so much in view. They hope that this 
number will be only the commencement of a weekly series, which, when bound 
together at the end of a year, will form a valuable volume of reference, for the 
enlightenment and improvement of all its readers. In order to ensure this impor- 
tant object, contributions are earnestly requested, which will be thankfully received 
by H. Guedalla, Esq., 15, Kennington Lane, and by whom communications on the 
subject are invited. The following numbers will be shortly issued. 

No. 2—will contain, “ Parents bestow early your Blessing on your Children ;”’ 
by Dr. Gotthold Solomon, translated from the German, by Miss A. M. 
Goldsmid. 

No. 3—will contain, ‘‘ Charity Exemplified in the ‘ Book of Tobias.’ ’’ 

No. 4—-will contain ‘‘ A Sermon,”’ by Isaac Leeser; and the successive numbers 

will contain Sermons, by the Rev. D. A. De Sola; D. Meldola; and the late 
Haham Nieto, &c. &e. 

The reverend ministers, teachers, presidents of congregations, schools and so- 

cieties, are recommended to countenance favorably the above plan, and urge it 


upon those who are placed within their sphere of action, by which much good 
must result. 


e*. ‘‘ SABBATH LEAVES.”—No. 2, will appear on Friday, April 18, 1845. 


‘TEST METROPOLITAN JEWISH SCHOOL, No. 3, 


Little Queen-street, Holborn.—The above School will open on the 7th of 


April. Boys admitted from 6 years of age. Forms of recommendation to be ob- 
tained at the School, between the hours of Ten and One. 


J. L. ELKEIN—Hon. Sec. 


Vailentine, 


~ CONGREGATION or UNITED BRETHREN oF THE JEWISH FAITH, 
MONTEGO BAY, JAMAICA. 


YANTED for the above Congregation, a Gentleman (an 

unmarried Englishman would be preferred), qualified to officiate as }1", 
LECTURER, yprn and the latter to be only 
temporary. The salary will be £200 sterling per annum, with a free residence ; 
aud it is presumed that a School, which he will be required to superintend, 
giving instruction in Hebrew and English, will yield an additional yearly sum ci 
about £100. 


Application to be made to Messrs. Lazarus & Lawrance, 4, Castle Stree’, 
Houndsditch, London. 


A YOUNG LADY, who is competent to instruct in the 


usual branches of English Education, Music and French, is desirous of ob- | 
taining a Situation, as Resident or Daily Governess, in a respectable Jewish family. 
A moderate salary required; and satisfactory references can be given.—Apply tv 
E. C., 34, London-street, Fitzroy Square 


V ANTED.—A respectable young Jewess, as an Out-Door 

Apprentice to a Milliner and Dress Maker, where she would have ~ 
advantage of learning her business under the immediate superintendence of : 
principals, and where every attention would be paid to her morals and SS 
behaviour. A small premium expected. References given and required. 


Address, pre-paid, E. and R. Philips, Milliners and Dress Makers, 30, Liverpoo! 
Street, City. 
NOT 


* ‘he lollowing very moderate = 
of charges is for advertisements left with the printer, at 27, Camomue 
Street, City, not later than Tuesday afternoon, and paid for at the time. 

For six lines and under, 3s. 6d. ; and 6d. for every two lines extra. oe 

Distant advertisers are respectfully requested to comply with vr : 
regulations, either through the medium of some London conrespes a 
unconnected with the paper, or by post, with an accompanying remitta 


THIS 
—OTHERWISE, ADVERTISEMENTS WILL NOT BE RECEIVABLE BY 
SCALE. 


Printed by Epwarp Varty, 27, Camomile Street, 
hallows, London Wall, in the City of London; 
Benjamin STEILL, 20, Paternoster Row, in the Parish of St. 
St. Paul, in the City of London. 

Fripay, Marcu 28, 1845. 


in the Parish of All- 
Published by 
Faith unce! 
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